
HSE and Fit2Fit position on the provision of Face Fit Training via online delivery. 

 

In order to assure the quality of face fit training the HSE and Fit2Fit strongly encourage a return to in-

person face -fit training where possible. Most coronavirus restrictions brought in to address the 

COVID 19 pandemic have now been removed; online training to face fit test may have been a 

pragmatic solution earlier in the pandemic which is no longer required.  

The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH), Approved Code of Practice (COSHH ACOP 

[L5]) states at 266; ‘Training should include elements of theory as well as practice’. HSE would 

suggest that online training courses may not be able to meet this key requirement as the trainer may 

be unable to effectively determine that the fit testing equipment has been used correctly, and 

therefore that the fit test has been carried out in line with the requirements of guidance. 

As most coronavirus restrictions have now been removed, and so that the capability of the student can 
be properly evidenced, HSE strongly recommends that the practical elements of face fitting courses are 
delivered in person, rather than online.  
 
HSE has provided guidance on how face fit testing can take place safely during the pandemic, thereby 
meeting the requirements of COSHH, and provided government guidelines for working safely during 
COVID-19 are followed, including appropriate social distancing when possible, cleaning, hygiene, 
ventilation, pre-course participant COVID-19 checks of good health, and any other precautionary 
measures identified as part of a risk assessment, training and fit testing should be able to be 
undertaken safely in person. 
 
Accessing this information, and the latest advice on keeping workplaces safe, will help those delivering 
training to assess the risks and continue to reduce COVID-19 transmission, whilst delivering in person 
training. 
 
                         

                              

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus%2Fppe-face-masks%2Fface-mask-ppe-rpe.htm&data=04%7C01%7CPat.Kelly%40hse.gov.uk%7Cfc59187225d84b157b1a08d9a2c9784e%7C6b5953be6b1d4980b26b56ed8b0bf3dc%7C0%7C0%7C637719808458280940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B7TF3rK7WdEVbmT7HvxHDCag60Mw%2BFm3IuVDOzBXIqo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus%2Froadmap-further-guidance.htm&data=04%7C01%7CPat.Kelly%40hse.gov.uk%7Cfc59187225d84b157b1a08d9a2c9784e%7C6b5953be6b1d4980b26b56ed8b0bf3dc%7C0%7C0%7C637719808458280940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7L%2B2%2B4I6v5VkIfNgDHJYulM5MOb9uTLLZ5FUm%2Bwul5Q%3D&reserved=0

